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ANIMAL NEWS

Here is an Animal News story. Read the story, from page 10 of the newspaper, and then try the puzzle. To help 
you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the stories – but you will need to match 
the correct word with each clue!
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First News readership is 2,235,888.  Source: Opinion Matters 2016.  First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK.  First News supports children’s charities – see page 20

THE KIDSTHE KIDS
FIGHTINGFIGHTING 
CORONAVIRUSCORONAVIRUS P21P21

 TRUSTED
NEWS FOR KIDS 

WITH MORE
THAN 2 MILLION

READERS*

LOCKDOWNLOCKDOWN
AT LONDONAT LONDON
  ZOO!   ZOO! P22-23P22-23

OUR NEW OUR NEW 
LOCAL HEROLOCAL HERO P3P3

by editor in chief Nicky Cox

Frank Mills, who was born 
with a conditi on called spina bifi da, 
started off  with the aim of raising £99 
because that was the age of Captain 
Tom. But, as First News went to press, 
young Frank had already reached 
nearly £300,000.

The litt le boy, who only started 
walking with the help of a frame 18 
months ago, walks the ten metres 
a day on the pavement outside his 
family’s home.

Mum Janet said the family heard 
about Captain Tom’s COVID-19 

fundraising walk for the NHS, and 
Frank just said: “I want to do that!”

She said: “We grabbed hold of that 
magic moment… and we took his 
walker outside for him and chalked 
out 10m on the pavement, with 
a start and fi nish line, and 2m 
‘You can do it!’ markers.” 

As he walked with the aid of his 
frame, Frank shouted at one of his 
neighbours to sponsor him. So the 
family quickly put something up on 
JustGiving. From that moment, it took 
off ! “We cannot believe how people 
are responding,” says Janet.

Frank needed lots of hospital care 

when he was born. Now, every ti me 
the family drives past Bristol Children’s 
Hospital, Frank says: “That’s my 
hospital!” so the family are delighted 
to be able to give something back.

Dad Tony said: “We have called 
this challenge Frank’s Finish Line 
Fundraiser! At a ti me of great nati onal 
anxiety, Captain Tom has given us 
a really good news story when we 
desperately needed one, especially 
inspiring our litt le lad Frank. 

“The NHS has been very good to our 
family over the years. It is a privilege 
to be able to give something back to 
those who have given so much to us. 

Thank you all from the bott om of
our hearts.”

Captain Tom Moore launched his 
walk for the NHS aiming to walk 
100 lengths of his garden before his 
100th birthday at the end of April. As 
First News went to press, he was at 
Number One in the charts, had raised 
nearly £30 million and had been 
honoured with a special postmark 
to celebrate his 100th birthday.

The Royal Mail postmark, which 
has been applied to all stamped 
post this week, reads: “Happy 100th 
Birthday Captain Thomas Moore NHS 
fundraising hero 30th April 2020.”

 A DISABLED six-year-old boy from Bristol is walking ten metres a day for the NHS, inspired by the fundraising eff orts of Captain Tom Moore.
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You can sponsor Frank on his Finish Line Fundraiser at justgiving.com/fundraising/franksfi nishlinefundraiser
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ACROSS
4) The state in which things are     
kept (plural noun 10)
6) Against the law (adverb 9)
7) Let go; released (verb 5)
8) An area of land where wildlife       
is protected (noun 7)

DOWN
1) When animals are locked up and 
are not free (noun 9)
2) Place of safety; refuge (noun 9)
3) Saved from a difficult situation  
(verb 7)
5) Getting back to good health  
(noun 8)
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FOUR big cats that were rescued by  
the charity Born Free have been released 
into nature reserves in Ethiopia and  
South Africa.
Two cheetah cubs have found a new home at a 
wildlife sanctuary in Ethiopia. It’s thought that 
the cubs were snatched from their mother so  
that they could be sold illegally as pets in the 
Middle East. Thankfully, they were rescued just 
before Ethiopia went into lockdown because of 
the coronavirus. 
In South Africa, two adult leopards have been 

given a new home at Born Free’s big cat wildlife 
reserve. They were rescued from a zoo in the 
country where they were being kept in very poor 
conditions. Mowgli, a black leopard, and Zeiss, a 
spotted leopard, did not have enough food and 
were not being checked by vets.
Dr Chris Draper, from Born Free, says: “These 
are two very different cases, but they highlight 
the problems with big cats in captivity.”
All four of the rescued cats are settling into their 
new homes, although their recovery back to full 
health may take some time. 
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