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Writing a Play Script

“Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's” Mother said,
piling them into a wicker basket
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?”

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Mother: Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's.
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes Mother:
straight to Granny's,” Mother said, Now, you're to take the
piling them into a wicker basket. cupcakes straight to Granny’s.

“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do ;
you hear me?” ~

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Look at the rest of the sentence. Did Mother do anything
else that the actor needs to know about?

We can add a stage direction to tell the actors that

Mother should pile the cupcakes into the basket.
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's,” Mother said,
piling them into a wicker basket
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?"

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Next, Mother continues to speak.

¥

3 é Mther: (piling cupcakes into wicker
. basket) Now, you're to take the
. X cupcakes straight to Granny's.
1 No dilly-dallying, keep to the
path, and never ever talk to
strangers. Do you hear me?

You don't need to write her name again.
Add to her speech in normal font.
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's,” Mother said,
piling them into a wicker basket.
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?”

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Mother: Now, you're to take the cupcakes

Red:

straight to Granny's.(piling
cupcakes into wicker basket )
No dilly-dallying, keep to the
path, and never ever talk to
strangers. Do you hear me?
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes ~ Mother: Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny’s,” Mother said, A straight to Granny's.(piling
piling them into a wicker basket. % cupcakes into wicker basket )
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path, o No dilly-dallying, keep to the

path, and never ever talk to

and never ever talk to strangers. Do
strangers. Do you hear me?

you hear me?”

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took | Red:  Yes, Mother.
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring |
sunshine.

e

Does the story tell us how Red said this Li
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B
2
“Now, you're to take the cupcakes  Mother: Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny’s,” Mother said, ;'5 straight to Granny's.(piling

piling them into a wicker basket.
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?”

“Yes, Mother.” Red took
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Does the story tell us how Red said this line?

Red is sighing. Add this before she speaks, because the
actor needs to know this before they say the line.

(sighing) Yes, Mother.

cupcakes into wicker basket )
No dilly-dallying, keep to the
path, and never ever talk to
strangers. Do you hear me?
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's” Mother said,
piling them into a wicker basket
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?”

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the

kitchen into—the—glorious—spring-
sunshine,

Mother: Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's.(piling
cupcakes into wicker basket)

No dilly-dallying, keep to the
path, and never ever talk to
strangers. Do you hear me?

Red:  (sighing) Yes, Mother

Red takes the basket and hurries from
the kitchen.
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's” Mother said,
piling them into a wicker basket
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?”

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the
kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Mother: Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's.(piling
cupcakes into wicker basket)

No dilly-dallying, keep to the
path, and never ever talk to
strangers. Do you hear me?

Red:  (sighing) Yes, Mother

Red takes the basket and hurries from
the kitchen.
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The wolf scurried up to the cottage door
on tiptoes, so as not to alarm Granny

Knock, knock, knock.

“Who is it?" quavered a frail voice
from inside.

“It's me, Granny! I's your
granddaughter,” said Mr Wolf in a !
high, squeaking voice. i

“The door's unlocked, dear,” Granny
called out. The wolf lifted the latch.

Now, see if you can turn this story extract into a
play script. When you have finished, try performing
your script to see if it makes sense.
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m‘ on tiptoes and knocks three times.

ok, knoc, knock.  Cranny (guaiering) Who =
Who s o SR Granngs .| Welf (e aE)

voic from inside. ! RS e R T o
granddaughter.

“I's me, Granny! It's your ¥
Grandsuchin ccid MR . o % (Granny: The door's unlocked, dear.
ik

high, squeaking voice.
The wolf s the latch.

Here is the same extract as a play seript
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[Scene 1 - Mother's Kitchen

gt s Th s, i it L b, ond dovrstog.
Lt ig R, i e s i for ¢ ?

Lk Rt Doy b the sion o il e i ook

B (o) Of s o Lt et ik . A e, renber
gt o cotge o th it of et ot I .1 .

Baiubbic nceponaime - and o veryfine i e gl Rd G it
e mether, in cotap n ettt of a gt fores.

Mothr o bt f e e o he v and s hr e i
Mthar, sl Rl (g h ling i nthe i) il e Te g .
o et camin, Wt

A play script is very similar to a story text (prose),
but it is set out differently to make it easier for
actors and directors to use.





image2.png
Writing a Play Script

[ ——

Mother's Kitchen

gt s Th s, i it L b, ond dovrstog.

Lt ig R, i e s i for ¢ ?

T ———

Lttt Do g b the stor o il e g ook?

B (o) Of s o Lt et ik . A e, renber

gt o cotge o th it of et ot I .1 .

Baiubbic nceponaime - and o veryfine i e gl Rd G it
e mether, in cotap n ettt of a gt fores.

Mothr toes  bch f s cpeaes o he o nd e hm el

Mthar, sl Rl (g h ling i nthe i) il e Te g .

The scene ends whenever
there is a jump in time, or
when the scenery needs to
be changed (a new setting).

The title of the scene
often states where the
action takes place.

The script is organised

into scenes, instead of
chapters.
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[ ——
[Scene 1 - Mother's Kitchen ]

gt s Th s, i it L b, ond dovrstog.
R B b i R s e o sty

[T —————

Lttt Do g b the stor o il e g ook?

B (o) Of s o Lt et ik . A e, renber
gt o cotge o th it of et ot I .1 .

Baiubbic nceponaime - and o veryfine i e gl Rd G it
e mether, in cotap n ettt of a gt fores.

Mothr o bt f e e o he v and s hr e i

Mthar, sl Rl (g h ling i nthe i) il e Te g .

The script is made up of dialogue. [ll The characters speech comes

The speaker’s name is on the left, [ll next. You might notice that there
followed by a colon. are no specch marks.
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[Scene 1 - Mother's Kitchen
lghts . The o By Rt and Ll o stnd oo

Lt ig R, i e s i for ¢ ?

T ———

Lk Rt Doy b the sion o il e i ook

Bt Of e o Lt et ik . A e, rmener

Baiubbic nceponaime - and o veryfine i e gl Rd G it
e mether, in cotap n ettt of a gt fores.

thr ol btchof s cucahs o the e and locs hor nte e
e Rt (5l 0 e o g .
(o) coming, ot

Some of the play script is written in ifalics.
Who reads these parts?
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[ ——

[Scene 3 ithars Kichen

[ —

Lt ig R, i e s i for ¢ ?
Lk Rt Doy b the sion o il e i ook
B i) Of s o Lt et ikt . A . L rmenber

gt o cotge o the it f  ret fort. I .1 4.

Bt O pm i - ond vy fin et -t ol e e it

[EENrpTm———r

it fores.
Mothr o bt f e e o he v and s hr e i

vt L e g the ol pinn he i) il i 5 5

These are called stage directions. These parts are not read out loud; they are
designed to tell the actors and stage crew what to do.

Big Rabbit should not read the word (excited). What should Big Rabbit do with
his line? How would you read Big Rabbit's line?
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“Now, you're to take the cupcakes
straight to Granny's,” Mother said,
piling them into a wicker basket
“No dilly-dallying, keep to the path,
and never ever talk to strangers. Do
you hear me?"

“Yes, Mother.” With a sigh, Red took
the basket and hurried from the

kitchen into the glorious spring
sunshine.

Read this extract from the traditional tale, in which

Mother asks Red to go to Granny's house. How could
this be changed to be a play script?





