
News Puzzle FirstNews     Issue 720    3 – 9 April 2020

This story is from page 7 of First News. Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help 
you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story itself – 
but you will need to match the correct word with each clue!  

BIG NEWS

MEET the Dineobellator notohesperus, a newly discovered 
dinosaur that’s believed to have been one of the last 
raptors to ever walk the Earth.

The fossilised remains of the ferocious, feathered dinosaur were 
found in New Mexico, and are thought to be around 67 million years 
old. It’s estimated that the mass extinction event that wiped out 
the dinosaurs was around 66 million years ago, so this raptor was 
preserved just in time for us to rediscover it.

Researchers say that the Dineobellator would have been only about 
1.06m (3.5ft) tall and about 1.8m (6ft) long. Despite its small size, it 
was still pretty scary!

Covered in feathers and armed with 15cm-long claws and rows 
of sharp teeth, it’s thought that this cousin of the velociraptor was 
capable of sprinting at 40mph.

The researchers said the new species showed diversity among raptors 
right up until extinction.

DID YOU KNOW?
Dineobellator notohesperus means 
“Navajo warrior from the southwest”, 
in honour of the indigenous people 
who today live in the same region 
where this dinosaur once roamed.

St
ev

en
 Ja

si
ns

ki

THE LAST OF THE 

RAPTORS

ACROSS
2) A state in the southwestern region  
of the USA (proper noun 3,6)

5) Running very fast (present participle 9)

6) Short for velociraptors (meaning ‘quick 
plunderer’). These dinosaurs with sharp  
teeth and claws roamed on Earth 99  
to 66 million years ago (plural noun 7)

7) Preserved (adjective 10)

8) To have been protected and saved  
(past participle 9)

DOWN
1) Having a plumage (adjective 9)

3) Competent (adjective 7)

4) Fierce; violent; predatory (adjective 9)
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BIG NEWS

MEET the Dineobellator notohesperus, a newly discovered 
dinosaur that’s believed to have been one of the last 
raptors to ever walk the Earth.

The fossilised remains of the ferocious, feathered dinosaur were 
found in New Mexico, and are thought to be around 67 million years 
old. It’s estimated that the mass extinction event that wiped out 
the dinosaurs was around 66 million years ago, so this raptor was 
preserved just in time for us to rediscover it.

Researchers say that the Dineobellator would have been only about 
1.06m (3.5ft) tall and about 1.8m (6ft) long. Despite its small size, it 
was still pretty scary!

Covered in feathers and armed with 15cm-long claws and rows 
of sharp teeth, it’s thought that this cousin of the velociraptor was 
capable of sprinting at 40mph.

The researchers said the new species showed diversity among raptors 
right up until extinction.

DID YOU KNOW?
Dineobellator notohesperus means 
“Navajo warrior from the southwest”, 
in honour of the indigenous people 
who today live in the same region 
where this dinosaur once roamed.
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THE LAST OF THE 

RAPTORS

ACROSS
2) A state in the Southwestern region of the USA 
(proper noun 9)

5) Running or moving very fast (present participle 9)

6) Short for velociraptor (meaning ‘quick 
plunderer’). These dinosaurs with sharp teeth      
and claws roamed on Earth 99 to 65.5 million    
years ago (plural noun 7)

7) Preserved (adjective 10)

8) To have been protected and saved (past   
participle 9)

DOWN
1) Having a plumage (adjective 9)

3) Competent (adjective 9)

4) Fierce; violent; predatory (adjective 9)


