
History Local history: The industrial revolution Year 6 

Vocabulary 
Evidence Facts or information that back up an 

opinion or statement. 

Peasantry Poor people who worked the land. 

Social class Where you are in society based on how 

much money you earn. 

Society A group of people who live, work and co-

operate together, generally following 

some shared rules. 

Government The group of people who rule over a 

country or state. 

Law The system of rules for a country. 

Oppression Cruel or unjust treatment over a long 

period of time. 

Industrialisation The development of industries in a 

country or region on a wide scale. 

Industrial 

revolution 

The period of time where things stopped 

being made by hand and started being 

made by machines. 

Urbanisation The process of making an area more 

urban (city-like). 

Engine A machine with moving parts that turns 

power into motion. 

Transportation Moving goods from one place to another 

by means of a vehicle, aircraft or ship. 

Steel A hard, strong material made from a 

mixture of metals. 

Mining The process of extracting something 

from the ground e.g. coal 

Child labour The employment of children in an 

industry or business. 

Cholera A serious illness caused by people 

swallowing contaminated water. 

Public health A branch of medicine dealing with 

hygiene and disease prevention. 
 

 
New Knowledge 

Key sources of evidence: 

 

8 children killed in steel factory disaster, 1886 (Newspaper illustration) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper report, 1845 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audio of ‘A day in the life of a young steel worker’, 1865 

 

 


