
Music            The Orchestra - instrument families and timbre           Year 4 Summer Term 1 
                               
School Value – Together we embrace difference 

Recall New Vocabulary Appraising Understanding 

Orchestra – a group of instruments 

Conductor – leader of the orchestra 

Appraising - listening and evaluating 

Tempo – fast and slow 

Dynamics – loud and soft 

Timbre  - the sound an instrument 

makes 

Families of instruments: 

Strings. Woodwind, brass, 

percussion 

Prokofiev – composer of ‘Peter 

and the wolf’ 

Analysing and comparing 

orchestral sounds. 

 

Examining and identifying 

instruments in an orchestra. 

Classifying instruments in their 

families.  

Recognising the differences in 

timbres of orchestral instruments. 

 

 Diagrams     
 

Strings Bright 
Spiky 

Squeaky 

Woodwind Smooth 

Mellow 

Breathy 

Brass Rounded 

Warm 
Strident 

Percussion Booming 
Tinkling 

Clacking 

 

Sections of the Orchestra 

 

Timbre 

Percussion 

Brass 

Woodwind 

Strings 


