Emma’s Puppy Problem Quick Questions

11 As soon as she turned eight years old, Emma knew that
21 she was old enough for the responsibility of looking after
33 a puppy. She had even promised to start doing all of the
46 things you would do with a dog to prove to her boring dad
58 that she could. Emma knew she had to go on long walks
70 twice a day, although she did not get out of bed before
80 midday. She watered the plants in the house every day
89 to prove that she could keep something alive, although
100 she watered them a bit too much. Emma also knew one
110 thing for certain: she would not be picking up anything
122 that the dog left in the back garden. Not once. Not ever.
127 That was her dad'’s job.

1. Who is stopping Emma from getting a puppy?

2. Why do you think that the author describes dad
as ‘boring’?

3. What makes you think that Emma is not ready
to get a puppy? Use evidence from the text.

4, Summarise the main point of this story in 20
words or less.
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Emma’s Puppy Problem

As soon as she turned eight years old, Emma knew that
she was old enough for the responsibility of looking after
a puppy. She had even promised to start doing all of the
things you would do with a dog to prove to her boring dad
that she could. Emma knew she had to go on long walks
twice a day, although she did not get out of bed before
midday. She watered the plants in the house every day
to prove that she could keep something alive, although
she watered them a bit too much. Emma also knew one
thing for certain: she would not be picking up anything
that the dog left in the back garden. Not once. Not ever.
That was her dad’s job.

Answers

. Who is stopping Emma from getting a puppy?

Dad

. Why do you think that the author describes dad

as ‘boring’?

Accept any reasonable explanation
regarding Emma viewing dad as boring
because he will not let her get a dog.

. What makes you think that Emma is not ready

to get a puppy? Use evidence from the text.
Accept answers which quote the text

and discuss that Emma does not do the
necessary things to look after the dog and
she does not even have one yet. She will
not be a responsible owner because she
refuses to do the jobs of a pet owner.

. Summarise the main point of this story in 20

words or less.

Accept any reasonable summary in 20
words or less which states that Emma
wants a puppy but cannot have one.
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