
Original: When you’re a group of students, who have never dug a tunnel before, 

where do you begin? Like every good heist, they started with maps. They 

borrowed them from friends in the government, and pored over them, trying to 

plot a route for the tunnel.  They needed to find a street to burrow under, 

where they wouldn’t dig into the city’s water table. They chose Bernauer 

Strasse, which was a bold move.  
 
 

Diary version: We're just a group of students and we have never dug a tunnel 

before - we really didn't know where to begin! Like every good heist, we knew 

we'd need maps to help us - but where would we get them from? Thankfully, we 

had friends in the government and we were able to borrow them. We pored over 

them - for hours! We needed to find a street to dig beneath, but it was so 

important that we didn't hit water - that would ruin everything! Bernauer 

Strasse was picked - our route back into East Berlin 
 


