Paragraphs

What are paragraphs?

Paragraphs are a group of sentences
written about the same idea or topic.
They are used to show when a writer
has changed time, place, idea,
person, thought or argument. If a
writer changes one of these, a new
parargraph will start.

Why use paragraphs?

Paragraphs make clear the
organisation of a piece of writing,
making it easier to read and
understand. The writer assists the
reader by ‘chunking’ related thoughts
or ideas.

Paragraphs in fiction look like this...

George was a gant forfoise. He belonged to alovely owner:
caled Okver: who lodked offer him very wel, dthough
before that he hod bekinged to Olver's Grandpa Jack for
oy years. He was qube arore fype of fortoise and that
made him very specd.

Some people said George was spoit but he didn't ask for
much rehy Al he lked fo eat was grass and bhay, with @
few dandelons now and then, or the occasiondl lettuce. He
d have his own shed. that Grandpa Jack had made when
be was alve. which even had its own heating! Most of the
fime, George ived in his shed but he loved fo wander laziy
around the garden sometimes when Olver was playng on
the lown,

George thought that Oiver was the best owner any tortaise coud wish for: Wel, maybe jont-frstin a
best-tortoise-owner competition, as GrandpbaJack had been an extremely kind, canng owner toa Infact
(George was very keen to show how grateful he wos to s owner and to prove that be was the best pet
that Over could wish for

As summer approached, the perfect opportunity come for George: the annud vilage fain woud be holdng
the Perfict Pet Competition’. He was delghted. He would show everytne what a great pet he was and
Olver would be so proud. However: when Olver read the leaflet doud. George was devastated. ‘Open to
dogs, cats, rabhits and hamsters. No tortoises alowed'.

“Just furry creatures?” thought George. How unfain!’ So he decided he wasn't gang to let those rues
stop him. With the vlloge fn orly o week away, the gant fortaise began o dg a hdke behind Hs shed.
Slowy the hole becarme bigger and chsen fo fhe fence at fhe bock of the gorden. Eventudly, e hoe
became a humelbut ecchnight. George woud refum fo his shed before anyone noticed he was gone.

How many paragraphs?

Writers use as many paragraphs as they need to make their writing clear. Some paragraphs
have a particular role, such as the introduction or conclusion.

How long are
paragraphs?

There is no set length to a
paragraph. It is something
the writer decides, as a
way of organising and
structuring the writing.
Writers often use shorter
paragraphs in non fiction
writing (due to using lots
of different facts) and
longer in fiction writing
(due to using more
descriptive language).

Paragraph 2 Paragraph 1

INVASION OF BRITAIN

i ‘)
:”5)

(

]
Paragraph 3 Paragraph 4

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

]

Paragraph 3

i

Paragraph 4

i

Paragraph 5

i

Paragraphs in non-fiction look like this...
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